CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2009

This year we have decided to circulate reports prior to the AGM rather than waste good talking and drinking time going through them at the meeting.  There will be time however for any questions before seeking the acceptance of the reports.

2009 has been another excellent year for the club; membership has now grown to 180.  This also impacts positively on Kennick, helping to make it one of the busiest and most successful SWLT Fisheries. Fishing at Kennick was good for most of the year though challenging on occasions, as it should be. The Kennick record was broken in June with a 14lb 11oz Rainbow.  Another large Rainbow and a large Brown were stocked at the same time but despite having been seen on several occasions they have managed to evade capture.  It will be interesting to see if they survive the winter.

The Lodge was officially opened in March and has proved to be a real asset, particularly on some of the wet miserable days that we had during the summer.  It is a shame that we still do not have electricity.  Negotiations with the local farmer to bring the electricity supply across his land have been protracted and the cost has increased alarmingly.  We are now being forced to look at alternative options such as generating our own.  The next phase in the ‘Kennick Plan’ is the installation of a boat dock and the improvement of disabled access.  A refurbished ‘Wheelyboat’ has already been purchased.  £6,000 has been raised from two funding Trusts; a further £6,000 has been applied for (we should know the result by the AGM).  The KFFA has committed £1,000, which has already been raised, to this project.  The plan involves a floating boat dock with a concrete slipway as well as good wheelchair access to the wheelyboat.  Work will commence during the summer as soon as the reservoir is low enough.

We had a full programme of fishing events during the past year, including several visits to other waters. It is a little disappointing that so few members support some of these events. That can’t be said however for the Social Evening at the Waterman’s Arms: More than 40 members turned up for a very enjoyable evening, organised by Chris Sherwood. The Christmas Dinner was equally well attended. The EGM was also a huge success with over 50 in attendance.  Charles Jardine is an excellent speaker and he has agreed to speak to us again on March 4th. The draw and auction held that evening covered our costs and added to our income for the year, which is just as well as the interest on our investment account, is less than 1%.  Our winter flytying programme, now at the Old Coaching House, Chudleigh, has been very popular with 12 to 14 members attending most evenings.  Members like the change of venue and the opportunity to come along for a pint and a chat even if they do not wish to tie flies. I would like to thank all the members of the committee and their families for all the work they have put in to making last years programme such a success.  We also had a good turnout for our bank clearing days.  We hope to see you there this year.

Club members have acquitted themselves well during the last season. Chris Sherwood won the Peninsula Classic and Kennick teams came first, fourth, fifth and sixth in the Snowbee floating line competition at Siblyback. We did not do quite as well in the SW Boat event at Wimbleball but aim to do better this year.  In the Vranch House Charity event, Darren Penfold & Paul Wicks came second in the Final at Temple and I came second in the Fundraisers Final.  The event this year raised  £11,434 for the Vranch House School for children with physical disabilities, which you must agree, is a very worthy cause.  The numbers taking part at Kennick have fallen off a little in recent years so why don’t you make a resolution to take part in the coming season.  You only need to raise £20 sponsorship to take part.

The club ‘Top Rod’ this year was Paul Wicks who was presented with an Orvis Western 3 Flyrod and the trophy for the biggest fish went to Eddie Carter. 

The Environment Agency continued to run half-day introductory courses at Kennick; these are a good source of new members for the club.

Two of our junior members, who we sponsored during the year, Matthew Kidd and Tom Davies were selected for the England Junior Team that fished the World Junior Competition in the Czech Republic and were also in the England Team that won the Home Internationals in Wales.  Matthew has been selected to captain the England Junior Team during the coming season. My congratulations to them both.

We have updated our constitution, a task that I wanted to address since I joined the committee.  Our old constitution had become very out of date and no longer reflected the needs of the club.  We also needed a robust constitution to enable us to apply for grant money for the boat dock. The new constitution, with occasional amendments, should serve us for the next 10 years.

We also carried out a survey to try and establish members’ interests and wishes. I would like to thank the 34 members who took the time to complete the survey form.  We will draw out two of their names at the AGM and they will receive a SWLT fishing ticket.  A full summary of the survey results will be posted on our website shortly. If anyone would like an individual copy, please let me know.  We seem in general to be meeting members’ wishes though we do need to revise some of our activities.  We will try to reflect your wishes in the coming year by trying out some of your suggestions.  Please remember that if you asked for something we can only continue with it if it is supported

I would like to finish with some “thank-you”s’.  I would like to thank Chris Hall and Mark Baxendale for maintaining Kennick as the wonderful fishery that it is. I would like to thank Orvis for their continued sponsorship of the Top Rod Competition.  I would particularly like to thank my colleagues on the committee for their support and the huge amount of work they do on your behalf.  Without them there would not be a club and finally I would like to thank all you members for showing your support in the past year

Bill Hande 
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